Two distinct quinidine-induced rheumatic syndromes.
Of seven patients with quinidine-induced polyarthropathy, four had positive antinuclear antibodies and could be considered to have had quinidine-induced lupus erythematosus. The remaining three patients had milder symptoms, which occurred soon after the start of quinidine therapy, and did not have antinuclear antibodies. To confirm the association, the latter three patients were rechallenged with quinidine therapy, which caused recurrence of symptoms within 1 week. Antihistone antibodies, which are characteristic of drug-induced lupus erythematosus associated with procainamide and hydralazine therapy, were detected in all patients with quinidine-induced lupus erythematosus. An unusual characteristic of antihistone antibodies seen in two patients was the presence of high levels of IgG antibodies to histone H1 as well as H2A.H2B and H3.H4 complexes, without antibodies to the individual core histones.